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through Suffex about io Years ago. The Storm was 
fucceeded by a profound Calm, which lafted about an 
Hour$ after which the Wind continued pretty high, 
till io o’CIock at Night. 

To Sir Hans Sloane, Bar*- &c. 

Honoured SIR, Rofehill, Sept. 13. 1741. 

r T'HE above-written is Part of a Letter from my 
Son Stephen Fuller, Fellow of Trinity College 
in Cambridge ; which is fo particular an Account of 
a terrible Storm on Tuefday laft, in Huntington- 
fhire, in which he was prefenr, as may deferve to be 
communicated to the Royal Society, if you think 
fit. I am 

Tour moft dutiful Son, 
and humble Servant , 

J. Fuller. 


XXIX. Extra ft; of Letters from Mr. T. Symp¬ 
lon, to Brown Willis, Efq j Member of the 
Society of Antiquaries, and to James Weft, 
Efq, Member of the Same , and Treaf. R. S. 
by the Publilher, concerning the Remains of 
a Roman Hypocauftum or Sweating- 
Room, difcovered under-ground at Lin¬ 
coln, Anno 1739. 

M R. Chanter having fct fome Labourers to 
dig a Cellar in an Outhoufe (belonging to his 
Maniion) fronting the Weft End of the Minjler, and 
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adjoining to the Chequer-gate ; they found Two or 
Three Stone Coffins, which had probably lain there 
ever lince the Demolition of the antient Parilh church 
of St. Mary Magdalen , to make way for the Founda¬ 
tion of the Cathedral, and its Appendages: But going 
lower, about io or n Feet deep, they found fome 
Building } and at 13 Feet, to their no little Surprize, 
they (truck into the Corner of a Vault. Mr. Symp- 
fon took it to be a Roman Hypocaujhm : He had 
the Dimenfions of it taken, as in the Plan; fee Tab. 
VIII. Fig. 1. and the Profile, Fig . 2. 

A. The c Pr£furnium i [Stoking-place] Entrance or 
Place, where the Fornacator [the Stoker] flood to 
manage the Fire. It is 3 Feet 6 Inches fquare, its 
Height not certainly known, becaufe of the Rubbifin 
which lay at the Bottom. 

B. The Fornax , Furnace, or Fire-place, built of Brick, 
and arched over with the fame. Its Length from E 
to G, 5 Feet 6 Inches} its Height 3 Feet at E, but 4 
Feet at F, rifing gradually; 3 Feet 6 Inches long from 
E to F, and 2 Feet wide between E and F j 2 Feet 
long from F to G, and but 19 Inches wide between 
F and G. 

C, The Alveus [or Body of the Kiln], 21 Feet 4 
Inches long; 8 Feet 4 Inches broad 5 and 2 Feet 4 
Inches high. The Floor is made of a ftrong Cement 
compofed of Lime, Sand, Brick-duft, &c. which the 
Mafons of that Country call Terrace-mortar . Upon 
this Floor ftand Four Rows of low Pillars, made of 
Brick, 11 in a Row 5 the outfide Rows round, the 
Two inner Rows fquare: The round ones are about 
11 Inches Diameter, the others 8 Inches fquare: Each 
(landing on a Brick 11 Inches fquare, as at Fig. 4. and 
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2 Inches thick j the Shaft 2 Feet high, upon which 
lies another Brick likewile 2 Inches thick, fome 17, 
is, and others 19 Inches fquare, as at Fig. 3- which 
reprefents the Profile of Two fquare Pillars with the 
fquare Bricks at Top and Bottom, which make the 
whole Height of the Alveus 2 Feet 4 Inches. The 
Pillars, both round and fquare, are jointed with Mor¬ 
tar, and that very clumfily: The round Pillars being 
compofed of 10 Courfes of femicircular Bricks, as at 
Fig. 4. A, laid by Pairs; the Joint of every Courfe 
crofling that of the former at right Angles, as at j Fig. 
4. C- y with fo much Mortar betwixt, that the Two 
Semicircles rather form an Oval, and fo the Pillars 
look at firft Sight as if they were wreathed : The 
fquare Pillars are compofed of 13 Courfes of Bricks, 
as at Fig. 4. B ; 8 Inches fquare, as at Fig. 4. F) ; thefe 
Bricks being thinner than thofe which compofe the 
round Pillars. 

On the Top of thefe Pillars refts the Teftudo or 
Floor of the Sudatorium, or Sweating-Room, Fig. 2. 
HI, which is compofed thus: Firft, there is a Floor 
of large Bricks, 2 3 Inches long, and 21 broad, which 
lie over the fquare Bricks on the Tops of the Pillars, 
as at Fig. 3. the Four Corners of each Brick reaching 
to the Centres of Four adjoining Pillars, as at Fig. 5. 
where only one of thefe larger Bricks is reprefented, 
as it bears upon Four of the fmalier Bricks with their 
Pillars under them. On this Courfe of Bricks is a 
Covering of Cement 6 Inches thick, and upon that is 
let a teffellated Pavement: The TeJfelH of the Cor¬ 
ner uncovered, K , in Fig. 1 and 2. are of a whitilh 
Colour. 
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LandM, i r\Fig. i and 2. are Two Tubuli or Flues, 
12 Inches wide and 14 deep, for carrying off the 
Smoke: The Bottoms of them are even with the 
Bottom of th z Alveus, and they are carried upon the 
Level about 15 peer, under another Room by the 
Side of the Hypocauftum , and then it is prefumed 
they turn upwards. The Walls of this Room were 
plaiftered, and the Plaifter painted red, blue, and 
other Colours, and its Floor teflellated white ,• no 
Figures difcernible in either Painting or Pavemenr. 
This Pavement, which is on a Level with the Teftudo 
of the Hypocauftum, is about 13 Feet below the pre- 
fent Surface of the Ground: So deep is old Lindum 
buried in its Ruins! The Workmen, in digging up 
this Pavement, ftruck into the Flue M, 3 Feet from 
the North-eaft Corner of the Hypocauftum 5 and 
opened it to the very Corner K, which Ihewed one 
of the round Pillars, and fo the Whole was difeovered. 
In finking the Hole N K, at 5 or 6 Feet Depth, they 
came to the Wall, which was dug up by Pieces with 
the Rubbifh, before they came to the Pavement. This 
had been the Wall of a Room under which the Tu¬ 
buli ran, by the Side of, and not over the Alveus, 
but on the Eaft Side of it. 

Mr. Sympfon got a Youth to creep in at the Open¬ 
ing made at K , and take the Dimenfions of the feverai 
Parts, who, the Alveus being quite black with Smoke, 
returned like a Chimney-fweeper; but could not take 
the exaft Meafures of the Fornax and Frafurnium , 
on account of Rubbilh he found in them: Where¬ 
fore, Mr. Sympfon, being defirous to inform himfelf 
thoroughly of all the Parts of this curious Piece of 
Antiquity, with the Leave, and at the Expence, of the 
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Proprietor, caufed another Hole to be funk r 6 Peer deep, 
and by driving a Level OP, fee Fig. i and 2. he broke 
into the Middle of the Fornax •, and, haying cleared it of 
Rubbifh, found its Dimenfions as above, and chat the 
Bottom of the narroweft Patt between .FandG, was 
raifed 18 Inches higher than the Bottqm of the Par; 
between E and F. 

The Prafurnium was covered ovcfatTop with a 
large flat Stone. 

The Fornax , and the Two fquare Pillars in the 
Alveus fronting the Opening of the Fornax, were 
greatly impaired by the Fire, which muft have been 
very violent: Some fmall Fragments of Wood-coal 
were thrown out among the Rubbilh in the Bottom 
of the Fornax', whence probably it was heated with 
Wood. 

At the Conclufion of the Account Mr. Sympfon 
fent to Mr. Willis, he gives us the following Re¬ 
mark upon a Paflage in the fccond Letter from Mr. 
Baxter to Dr. Harwood, concerning the Hypocaujla 
of the Antients , printed in thefe TranJ'attions, 
N° 306. 

“ Mr. Baxter fays, the Hypocaufis was called Al- 
“ veus and Fornax : But, with due Deference to that 
“ learned Gentleman, (fays Mr. Sympfon ) I humbly 
“ apprehend them to have been diftinCt Parts of the 
“ Whole, which was called Hypocaufis ; The Ground 
“ of my Conjecture is this: In the firft Place, it 
“ would hardly be poffible to make a Fire ift that 
“ Part of this Hypocaufi, which I call the Alveus 
“ much lefs to come at it, to manage it, being fo 
“ low, and fo crowded with Pillars, as to admit only 
tc a {lender Perfon to crawl amongft them, and that 
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“ not without Difficulty. In the next Place, the 
“ Floor does not feem deligned for it, nor are 
“ there any Appearances of Alhes on it: And, 
“ further, that the Fornax was, where I have 
“ placed it in this, appears not only from the Scru- 
<£ dure of that Part, but from the Bricks being much 
“ burnt [and Pieces of Wood-coal being found in 
“ it] ; whereas in the Alveus, the Bricks are only 
“ black with the Steam and Smoale being drawn 
u through it by the Tubuli. But I fubmit my Opi- 
** nion to your better Judgment. ” He might have 
added, that only thofe Pillars in the Alveus , which 
faced the Mouth of the Fornax , had luffered much by 
the Fire, the others not. 

That HypocauJl,dc(cnbz 6 . in N°- 30 6. above-men¬ 
tioned, muft have been a much hotter Room than 
this; for, inftead of the Flues being carried under 
another Room, the Walls of the Sweating-room itfelf 
were hollow or double, and a great Number of Flues 
carried up between them all round the Room. A 
curious Model of this is Hill to be feen in the Mu- 
feum of the Royal Society. 
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